
 
 

UNITED STATES

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20549
 

FORM 8-K
 

CURRENT REPORT

Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934
Date of Report (Date of earliest event reported): May 16, 2022

  

CRISPR THERAPEUTICS AG
(Exact name of Registrant as Specified in Its Charter)

   Switzerland 001-37923 Not Applicable
(State or Other Jurisdiction


of Incorporation)
(Commission File Number) (IRS Employer


Identification No.)
         

Baarerstrasse 14  
6300 Zug, Switzerland   Not Applicable

(Address of Principal Executive Offices)   (Zip Code)
 

Registrant’s Telephone Number, Including Area Code: 41 (0)41 561 32 77 
 

(Former Name or Former Address, if Changed Since Last Report)

 

Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of the 
following provisions: 
 
☐ Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

☐ Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

☐ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

☐ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
 

Securities registered pursuant to Section 12(b) of the Act:



Title of each class

  Trading

Symbol(s)

 
Name of each exchange on which registered

Common Shares, nominal value CHF 0.03   CRSP   The Nasdaq Global Market

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is an emerging growth company as defined in Rule 405 of the Securities Act of 1933 (§ 230.405 of this 
chapter) or Rule 12b-2 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (§ 240.12b-2 of this chapter). 

Emerging growth company 
☐

If an emerging growth company, indicate by check mark if the registrant has elected not to use the extended transition period for complying with any new 
or revised financial accounting standards provided pursuant to Section 13(a) of the Exchange Act. 
☐

  
 



 

Item 7.01 Regulation FD Disclosure.

On May 16, 2022, CRISPR Therapeutics AG (the “Company”) announced the appointment of Phuong Khanh Morrow, M.D., FACP, as the Chief Medical 
Officer of the Company, effective May 23, 2022. A copy of the press release announcing Dr. Morrow’s appointment is attached hereto as Exhibit 99.1.
 
The information in this Item 7.01 of Form 8-K, including the accompanying Exhibit 99.1, shall not be deemed “filed” for purposes of Section 18 of the 
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (the “Exchange Act”), or otherwise subject to the liabilities of such section, nor shall such information be deemed 
incorporated by reference in any filing under the Securities Act of 1933 or the Exchange Act, regardless of the general incorporation language of such 
filing, except as shall be expressly set forth by specific reference in such filing.

Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(d) Exhibits:

The following exhibits shall be deemed to be furnished, and not filed:
 

Exhibit

No.

    
Description

   

99.1    Press Release by CRISPR Therapeutics AG, dated May 16, 2022
        

104    Cover Page Interactive Data File (embedded within the Inline XBRL document)
 
 



 
SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned 
thereunto duly authorized.

      CRISPR Therapeutics AG
       
Date: May 16, 2022 By: /s/ Samarth Kulkarni
      Samarth Kulkarni, Ph.D.


Chief Executive Officer

 
 
 



 

Exhibit 99.1

CRISPR Therapeutics Announces the Appointment of Phuong Khanh Morrow, M.D., FACP, as Chief Medical Officer
 
ZUG, Switzerland and CAMBRIDGE, Mass., May 16, 2022 -- CRISPR Therapeutics (Nasdaq: CRSP), a biopharmaceutical company focused 
on creating transformative gene-based medicines for serious diseases, today announced the appointment of Phuong Khanh (P.K.) 
Morrow, M.D., FACP, as Chief Medical Officer, effective May 23, 2022. Dr. Morrow brings more than a decade of leadership experience in 
global drug development and joins CRISPR Therapeutics to lead the Company’s global clinical development and regulatory operations. 

“P.K.’s leadership experience, deep expertise in oncology drug development, and her track record in bringing novel medicines to patients 
will be invaluable as we continue to advance our broad portfolio of innovative gene-edited therapies,” said Samarth Kulkarni, Ph.D., Chief 
Executive Officer of CRISPR Therapeutics. “She will play an integral role in shaping our clinical development strategy, and in building and 
strengthening our organization, and we look forward to her contributions as we continue on our mission to transform medicine.”

“I am excited to join CRISPR Therapeutics’ leadership team at this important time in its growth and evolution,” said Dr. Phuong Khanh 
(P.K.) Morrow. “The potential of the Company’s pre-eminent gene editing platform combined with the broad pipeline creates a 
tremendous opportunity to bring several novel and potentially transformative therapies to patients in need.”

During her biopharmaceutical career, Dr. Morrow has demonstrated outstanding leadership in bringing novel medicines through all 
phases of clinical development and global regulatory approval. Specializing in the therapeutic areas of oncology and hematology, she has 
been responsible for end-to-end development of numerous drug candidates and for the implementation of strategic partnerships with 
academic institutions, key opinion leaders and biopharmaceutical co-collaborators to facilitate the successful execution of clinical trials. 
Dr. Morrow most recently served as Vice President and Global Therapeutic Area Head of Hematology, GI Oncology, GU Oncology, and 
Bone at Amgen, where she was responsible for guiding and accelerating late development activities addressing marketed hematology 
programs, Blincyto® and Kyprolis®, and guiding the late development strategy for programs that focus upon FLT3 and MCL-1. She also led 
the medical launch activities for Imlygic®, Kyprolis®, Neulasta Onpro™ and Blincyto®; served as the Global Product General Manager for 
three early-stage oncology molecules focused upon MCL-1 and KRAS G12C; and led a cross-functional team in the development and 
registration of Neulasta® Onpro™ and the successful submission of the Neupogen® and Neulasta® Acute Radiation Syndrome (ARS) 
sBLAs, leading to the regulatory approval of both products for the ARS indication. In addition, Dr. Morrow was appointed by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to be the industry representative to the Oncology Drug Advisory Committee (ODAC) for a four-year 
term, ending in 2019.

Previously, Dr. Morrow was Assistant Professor, Department of Breast Medical Oncology at the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center. She co-led the development of the first multidisciplinary breast cancer survivorship clinic at MD Anderson and served as the 
principal investigator of multiple drug studies. Dr. Morrow received an M.D. from the University of Texas Medical School at Houston, with 
honors, and completed her Internal Medicine Residency at Baylor College of Medicine and Hematology/Oncology 
 



 
 

Fellowship at the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, where she also served as a Chief Fellow. She received a B.S. in 
Pharmacy from the University of Houston.

About CRISPR Therapeutics
CRISPR Therapeutics is a leading gene editing company focused on developing transformative gene-based medicines for serious diseases 
using its proprietary CRISPR/Cas9 platform. CRISPR/Cas9 is a revolutionary gene editing technology that allows for precise, directed
changes to genomic DNA. CRISPR Therapeutics has established a portfolio of therapeutic programs across a broad range of disease areas 
including hemoglobinopathies, oncology, regenerative medicine and rare diseases. To accelerate and expand its efforts, CRISPR 
Therapeutics has established strategic collaborations with leading companies including Bayer, Vertex Pharmaceuticals and ViaCyte, Inc. 
CRISPR Therapeutics AG is headquartered in Zug, Switzerland, with its wholly-owned U.S. subsidiary, CRISPR Therapeutics, Inc., and R&D 
operations based in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and business offices in San Francisco, California and London, United Kingdom. For more 
information, please visit www.crisprtx.com.

CRISPR Therapeutics Forward-Looking Statement
This press release may contain a number of “forward-looking statements” within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform 
Act of 1995, as amended, including statements made by Dr. Kulkarni and Dr. Morrow in this press release regarding the expected benefits 
of Dr. Morrow’s employment, as well as regarding CRISPR Therapeutics’ expectations about the therapeutic value, development, and
commercial potential of CRISPR/Cas9 gene editing technologies and therapies. Without limiting the foregoing, the words “believes,” 
“anticipates,” “plans,” “expects” and similar expressions are intended to identify forward-looking statements. You are cautioned that 
forward-looking statements are inherently uncertain. Although CRISPR Therapeutics believes that such statements are based on 
reasonable assumptions within the bounds of its knowledge of its business and operations, forward-looking statements are neither 
promises nor guarantees and they are necessarily subject to a high degree of uncertainty and risk. Actual performance and results may 
differ materially from those projected or suggested in the forward-looking statements due to various risks and uncertainties. These risks 
and uncertainties include, among others: that preliminary data from any clinical trial and initial data from a limited number of patients 
may not be indicative of final or future trial results; that clinical trial results may not be favorable or may not support registration or 
further development; uncertainties about regulatory approvals to conduct trials or to market products; that future competitive or other 
market factors may adversely affect the commercial potential for CRISPR Therapeutics’ product candidates; potential impacts due to the 
coronavirus pandemic; uncertainties regarding the intellectual property protection for CRISPR Therapeutics’ technology and intellectual 
property belonging to third parties, and the outcome of proceedings (such as an interference, an opposition or a similar proceeding) 
involving all or any portion of such intellectual property; and those risks and uncertainties described under the heading “Risk Factors” in 
CRISPR Therapeutics’ most recent annual report on Form 10-K, quarterly report on Form 10-Q, and in any other subsequent filings made 
by CRISPR Therapeutics with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, which are available on the SEC's website at www.sec.gov. 
Existing and prospective investors are cautioned not to place undue reliance on these forward-looking statements, which speak only as of 
the date they are made. CRISPR Therapeutics disclaims any obligation or undertaking to update or revise any forward-looking statements 
contained in this press release, other than to the extent required by law.

CRISPR THERAPEUTICS® word mark and design logo are registered trademarks of CRISPR Therapeutics AG. All other trademarks and 
registered trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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